
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES11670 November 20, 2004 
all, of those in the final legislation. So 
once again, the best ideas we get here 
come from home. I thank all of the 
committed education professionals and 
friends of special education who 
worked on it. 

I am particularly pleased with the 
significant reforms which will focus 
special education on educating chil-
dren with special needs, not simply 
complying with a system composed of 
intricate and complex regulatory and 
mountainous paperwork burdens. 

Special education teachers, as I indi-
cated, are leaving the profession out of 
frustration because of the unnecessary 
burden, and that is causing a chronic 
shortage. More time on paperwork 
means less time spent with students or 
preparing lessons for students. It is as 
simple as that. The numerous reforms 
in the bill will go a long way to free 
our time of special educators. 

Again, my thanks to Senator GREGG 
and Senator KENNEDY, and on my on 
staff, Kara Vlasaty and Julie Jolly for 
helping us come up with an excellent 
product. 
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TRIBUTE TO KOMNINOS ‘‘GUS’’ 
KARELLAS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, the other 
matter I need to speak to today is a 
very sad note. There is a funeral going 
on in my hometown of Mexico, MO, 
today, as we speak, for a very good 
friend of mine, Komninos ‘‘Gus’’ 
Karellas. There is a celebration of his 
life in a community which has 
mourned him in the last several days. 

You heard on the floor from my col-
league, Senator TALENT, words about 
Gus, a tremendous American success 
story. He was an immigrant from 
Greece. He came here with nothing 40 
years ago. He started out working for 
others. He started out in California, 
came to Iowa, then Columbia, MO, and 
then moved with his wife to Mexico, 
MO, in 1970, to work in a steakhouse. A 
year later, they bought that 
steakhouse. 

For the last 33 years, Gus Karellas’s 
G&D Steakhouse has been the place to 
go for good steaks. I know it because I 
have been one of the frequent visitors 
there. 

I came to know Gus as the commu-
nity of Mexico, MO, came to know Gus. 
What a warm, genuine human being 
Gus Karellas was. He was a leader in 
his community. He helped charities 
like Boys Town. But he also did a won-
derful thing in the community because 
he reached out to young people with 
difficulties, gave them opportunities as 
busboys and other jobs in his res-
taurant. 

Unfortunately, the allegation in the 
police report was that it was one of 
those, or maybe several of those, who 
murdered him several nights ago to 
take the receipts from his business. We 
do not know what was in their troubled 
minds, but I can tell you that the com-
munity has lost a man of great dedica-
tion, great service. 

Gus was a wonderful father. One of 
his sons, Nick Karellas, serves as a leg-
islative assistant in my office. Another 
son, Andy, serves as a legislative as-
sistant to Senator TALENT. JIM TALENT 
and I see every day the work ethic, the 
commitment, the dedication that Gus 
instilled in his children. He is a man 
who has left a very large mark on his 
community, and he has left a legacy 
that all of us can admire and recognize. 

In the Omnibus appropriations bill 
that we will be passing today, there is 
a grant for a trail at Lakeview Park in 
Missouri. I suggest that the city fa-
thers of my hometown consider naming 
that in honor of Gus Karellas to recog-
nize not only his accomplishments but 
his contributions to the community 
and to his family. 

I can only say that our thoughts and 
prayers are with the Karellas family. 
We join with the community in salut-
ing his life, the great role model he 
was, the good he did for the commu-
nity, and we will miss him sorely. They 
will also be in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-

ERTS). The Senator from Virginia is 
recognized. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for as much time as I may 
consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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TRIBUTES TO RETIRING 
SENATORS 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I want to 
share my views, as did Senator 
HUTCHISON and others, about our col-
leagues who are leaving for new adven-
tures in life. 

I wish all the best to Senator HOL-
LINGS. We will miss his booming voice. 
We will miss Senator EDWARDS, Sen-
ator GRAHAM of Florida, and Senator 
DASCHLE. We will also miss JOHN 
BREAUX, a man we know will enjoy life 
with his good common sense and sense 
of humor. He is a good friend. 

I want to speak about four others, 
though, including PETER FITZGERALD, 
whom I will miss. He will always be 
known for two ideas and principles of 
life—honesty and integrity. He has cer-
tainly fought hard for what he believed 
was right, and you can always trust his 
word. 

BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL is a 
unique, proud leader of heritage. He is 
a man of principle. I look at BEN 
NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL as one who runs 
on his own gear ratio. He is a character 
with character, whom I will certainly 
miss. 

DON NICKLES—gosh, what a smart, 
principled leader. He will be missed. He 
is a taxpayer’s hero. Last night, my 
wife and I enjoyed the Allen Jackson 
concert in DC. And that makes me 
think of country music. DON NICKLES is 
one of the reasons God made Okla-
homa. We will miss DON NICKLES. 

ZELL MILLER is probably the col-
league that I have known the longest. 
He and I served at the same time as 
Governors of our respective States. He 
was always one of my role models. We 
got to know each other very well in the 
Southern Governors Association. Be-
fore I came to the Senate, one of the 
people who motivated me to go to the 
Senate was Paul Coverdell. ZELL took 
his seat and his office. When I came in, 
ZELL gave up that office, and now I am 
in ZELL MILLER’s and Paul Coverdell’s 
former office. I will think of ZELL a lot 
in the future. Two years ago, when 
ZELL announced his retirement, or that 
he was not going to run again, some 
were saying ZELL MILLER is a lame 
duck. Well, on this floor, at our con-
vention in New York City, and 
throughout this fall, ZELL MILLER was 
anything but a lame duck. ZELL MIL-
LER leaves office as a ‘‘mighty duck.’’ 
We are going to certainly miss ZELL. 
We know he will stay active. 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS REFORM 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I want to 
discuss two important ideas and issues 
that are essential, I think, for Amer-
ica’s future and our opportunities. 
First, I thank my colleagues in the 
House and the Senate for support of S. 
150, the Internet Tax Nondiscrimina-
tion Act. 

Second, I want to discuss the signifi-
cant advances in broadband Internet 
technologies over the past 8 years, par-
ticularly since the passage of the 1996 
Telecommunications Act. 

I thank the chairman of the Com-
merce Committee, Senator MCCAIN, 
and the Senator from Oregon, Mr. 
WYDEN, for their continued leadership 
on the Internet tax moratorium. I have 
enjoyed working both with Chairman 
MCCAIN and Senator WYDEN over the 
years on numerous technology-related 
projects, such as nanotechnology, 
WiFi, unsolicited commercial e-mail, 
or SPAM and SPYWARE. They are 
great teammates on these tele-
communications and technology issues, 
and I thank them. 

Yesterday afternoon, the House of 
Representatives passed S. 150, the 
Internet Tax Nondiscrimination Act, 
which cleared this important legisla-
tion for the President’s signature later 
this year. As colleagues have heard me 
say on many occasions, the morato-
rium on Internet taxation has been one 
of my top legislative priorities since 
coming to the Senate. I have held this 
position since 1997, in my days as Gov-
ernor of Virginia, when I was one of 
only four Governors to share the view 
in support of the visionary leadership 
of Congressman CHRIS COX and Senator 
WYDEN on this issue of Internet tax-
ation. 

I have consistently advocated poli-
cies and ideas that promote freedom 
and opportunity for all Americans. 
This legislation, S. 150, authored with 
Senator WYDEN, protects every Amer-
ican from harmful, regressive taxes on 
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